
Wendy Kay Whited
December 13, 1952 - September 29, 2021

Wendy Kay Whited was born December 13th, 1952, to the late William F.
Whited and Maurine (Rask) Whited in Chicago. In 1957 her family moved to
South Holland IL. She loves animals, especially horses. In 1966, she acquired
her first horse at the age of 14 although she started riding at age of 8. In 1973,
the family moved to Washington Twp in Will County so her father could raise
vegetables and she would have a corral for the horse. After her father’s
untimely death in 1975, Wendy and her mother decided to stay on the farm.
Two years later, her mother married Abraham David “Dave” Davis. He was
like a second father to her and she loved him dearly. In 2008, after both her
mother and Dave had passed on, she continued to live on the farm until the
present day. 

 

Wendy is survived by her brother William (Cindy) Whited, her nephew Billy
(Aemelia) Whited, and grand nieces Matilda, Penelope, and Winifred. 

A teacher by temperament and profession, Wendy taught junior high classes
at Burnham Grammar School in Burnham IL from 1980 and continued in the
classroom after becoming Principal from 1999 until she retired in 2012. 

 

In college, her first Aikido class hooked her on a lifetime study. Wendy
founded Inaka Dojo in 1992 and in 2015 was awarded the rank of seventh
degree black belt by Mitsugi Saotome Shihan. She developed her own Iaido



kata so students could train without partners. She also created a series of
courses to train aikido practitioners in the concepts and skills of effective
teaching. 

 

Wendy travelled extensively throughout her life, especially in retirement; to
teach or participate in Aikido events, to experience new places, and to
repeatedly immerse herself in the Japanese culture she loved, including living
there for two years teaching English. At home, she was a notable presence in
Beecher, volunteering at the library and helping any person or because she
saw in need. At home and abroad, any stranger was a friend she hadn’t met
yet. Thousands of them will remember her fondly. 

 

A visitation will be held from 12pm to 2pm on Friday, October 15, 2021 at
Hack-Jensen Funeral Home with a funeral service immediately following. 

 

Cremation Rites have been accorded. 
 

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests a donation to the following charities in
honor of Wendy Whited; Illinois Horse Rescue and Aikido Schools of Ueshiba.



Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 15. 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Hack-Jensen Funeral Home
753 Hodges Street
Beecher, IL 60401
jensenfuneralhomes@yahoo.com
http://Hackfuneralhome.com

Funeral Service

OCT 15. 2:00 PM (CT)

Hack-Jensen Funeral Home
753 Hodges Street
Beecher, IL 60401
jensenfuneralhomes@yahoo.com
http://Hackfuneralhome.com

mailto:jensenfuneralhomes@yahoo.com
http://hackfuneralhome.com/
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Jeremy Woodson - February 11 at 05:22 PM

It's been a while since I've been back to some of the old areas of my
childhood. However, I never forget the people who made a
difference in my life. I've wondered where Ms. Whited went, only to
be greeted with this page as closure. 
 
Ms. Whited was my teacher/principal at Burnham School. C/o 2000.
She was absolutely hilarious and very animated in her teaching
style. I studied Karate around that time but at a different Dojo. She
was always encouraging me, especially when I would tell her about
my tournaments. I remember one time, she was doing a
demonstration, I want to say about gravity or something and she
flipped my classmate Jorge upside down. We definitely cracked up
laughing as a class. She was definitely unassumingly strong. She
demonstrated a take down on me, stood up, dusted her dress off
and went back to teaching. 

  
I really wish I would have kept up with her because she made me
feel welcome and knew how to get me to laugh and learn, all while
knowing how to get me to stay disciplined. She was The Best in a
lot of different ways. 

  
Thank you Ms. Whited, 

  
Jeremy Woodson 

 c/o 2000

Meri Criss Smith - September 30, 2025 at 08:47 PM

She is my teacher, my sensei, and my friend. Will miss you forever
and will never be forgotten, always.


